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DAYLIGHT SAVING. 



Committee on Intebstate and Foreign Commerce, 

House of Representatives, 

Friday, May I4, 1920. 

The committee this day met, Hon. John J. Esch (chairman) 
presiding. 

The Chairman. We have for hearing this morning various bills 
relating to davlight saving, especially in the eastern zone, although 
there are two Dil& of wider application. Mr. Dallinger, of Massachu- 
setts, is present, and we will oe glad to hear him. 

STATEMENT OF HON. FBEDEBICK W. DALLINOEB, A BEPBE- 
SENTATIVE IS CONOBESS FBOM THE STATE OF MASSA- 
CHUSETTS. 

Mr. Dallinger. Mr. Chairman, I desire to respectfully ask for a 
postponement of this matter. I did not get anv written notice of 
the nearing, but late yesterday afternoon while 1 was in the House 
Mr. Ackerman of New Jersey asked me if I had received any notice 
at that time. I foimd out afterwards there had been a telephone 
message sent to my oflBce. There are a great many organizations in 
the East that would like to have a chance to be heard on this matter. 

The Chairman. I will state, Mr. Dallinger, in view of the very 
el&borate hearing we had in the last session, I do not think it will be 
possible to have an elaborate hearing now. My thought was that 
those who had introduced these bills would be heard, and if they 
are not heard to-day it is very doubtful whether we can grant a 
hearing to them before the recess, because our calendar is fifled up. 

Mr. Dallinger. I understood, Mr. Chairman, thafr I was going to 
be given at least a few days' notice. 

The Chairman. It may have been a short notice, but I supposed 
that you were so well prepared that you could make such statement 
as you desired in reference to your bill. 

Sir. Dallinger. I wanted to have some of the chambers of com- 
merce of the big cities of the East have a chance to have representa- 
tives here when this matter was heard. 

The Chairbian. They were quite largely represented at the former 
hearing, and we printed a great many of their petitions and telegrams 
in the former hearing. I nave some others now and I can put those 
in this hearing, and 1 have no doubt you have some. 

Mr. Dallinger. I have received only one, because there has not 
been time to telegraoh these various organizations of the hearing and 

fet replies. I did telegraph to the Boston Chamber of Commerce and 
received this telegram in reply : 

Boston, Mass., May 13 ^ 1920. 
Frbderick W. Dallinger, M. C, 

Washington, D. C. 

Boston Chamber of Commerce is heartily in favor of dayli^ht-saving bill for first 
zone. Over 20,000,000 are enjoying an extra hour of sunlight each day in New 



b DAYLIGHT SAVING. 

England and New York State alone. We have received practically no complaints 
since it went into operation April 25. Practically the omv opposition to tne bill 
was by the farmers, but many o! them are on record as favoring daylight saving. 
A survey made by the chamber's committee on davlight saving shows that 2|0I9 
physicians in State favor bill from standpoint of health recreation, reduction of acci- 
dents, lessening eyestrain. Have received word that industrial centers in Maine, New 
Hampshire and Vermont favor daylight saving, nearly 90 per cent of the people in 
Rhoae Island and Connecticut have daylight saving througn local ordinances; Massa- 
chusetts and New York, of course, operating 100 per cent. Gnamber is firmly convinced 
that the only real solution is for the adoption by Congress of a law unifying the prin- 
ciples of daylight saving for the eastern zone; no doubt but what 90 per cent of the 
people in this proposed zone favor it. 

Boston Chamber of Commbb€B. 

Mr. Sims. As you know, Mr. DaUinger, I was heartily opposed to 
the repeal of the law and I did all I could to keep it from being re- 
ported out of the committee and from passing the House. It was 
vetoed by the President, and I did all I could to sustain the veto. But 
the biU passed over the veto by a two-thirds vote. 

Now, it seems to me, although I am heartily in favor of a bill that 
will restore daylight saving, that there is a practical matter to be 
considered in connection with this bill and tnat is whether the es- 
tablishment of daylight saving in the eastern zone and the nones- 
tablishment of it in the other parts of the country would not interfere 
with the rest of the country. 

Mr. Dallinger. Not at all. As I understand it, it would simplv 
mean that you would change your watch two hours at Pittsburgn 
instead of one hour. It would not interfere with the rest of the 
country at all. I can not see how it would interefere with the rest 
of the country at all. 

The Chairman. Do you know the western boundary line of zone 
No. 1? 

Mr. Dallinger. It used to be at Pittsburgh; that is where we 
changed our watches. 

The Chairman. The western boundary line of the eastern zone 
starts at Toledo, goes south through Columbus, Ohio, down through 
West Virginia and reaches the Gu3 coast, I think, at Appalachicola. 
So it takes in over half of the State of Ohio, and it was from that very 
section that a good deal of opposition was expressed to the bill at the 
former hearing, especiallv from the mining sections of Ohio. 

Mr. Dallinger. Are tley in the first zone ? 

The Chairman. They are in the first zone. 

Mr. Dallinger. All those mining towns ? 

The Chairman. Practically. 

Mr. Sims. Could not the boundary line of the zone be changed by 
statute, and be reestablished? 

Mr. Dallinger. Certainly. 

The Chairman. It could' be done by the Interstate Commerce 
Commission under the law. They have the right of fixing the zones. 

Mr. Sims. The way it is now tney could change it, and we could 

{practically demand that they should establish a new boundary line 
or the zone, not to be further west than a certain place. 
The Chairman. The old line practically ran through Pittsburgh. 
Mr. Dallinger. When was the new zone established ? 
The Chairman. When we passed the daylight saving act two 
years ago. 
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Mr. Sims. In repealing the law we did not repeal the portion 
establishing the zones which the Interstate Commerce Commission 
establishecL 

Mr. Dallinger. If that is the case, and if part of the State of 
Onio is now included in the first zone, 1 think that the zone boundary 
line should be changed by the Interstate Commerce Commission so 
as to make it coincide with the boundary line of that section of the 
country that desires daylight saving. 

I realize what you say, Mr. Chairman, about the opposition in 
Ohio, and I do not want to force anything on the State of Ohio 
that the people there do not want. But I know what the feeling 
is in Pittsburgh because I spoke there before the chamber of com- 
merce within a year on another matter, and I foimd that the senti- 
ment was absolutely unanimous in favor of daylight saving. I 
think that is practically the feeling in the whole State oiPennsylvania. 

Mr. Sims. Even if it was not so changed by the Interstate Commerce 
Commission, I suppose we would stiU have to amend the law to 
authorize the action in the eastern zone ? 

Mr. Dallinger. Certainly. I drafted the bill that way because 
by having it apply to only one zone it would not interfere with any 
other zone. 

Mr. Sims. And would give them what they want ? 

Mr. Dallinger. Yes. I have some other telegrams, Mr. Chair- 
man. Here is one from the Associated Industries of Massachusetts, 
which I received almost a year ago, and I offer it to show the senti- 
ment of Massachusetts on this question : 

Boston, May 28 ^ 1919. 
Frederick W. Dalunger, 

HatLse of RepresentaliveSf Wdshingtony 2). C. 

The health, comfort and welfare of thousands of factory and office workers are bene- 
fitted b^ the daylight-saving law. The Associated Industries of Massachusetts, 
comprising over. 1,200 members, believe that every manufacturer, every factory 
employee and every employee of stores, favors the present law and we strongly urge 
you to see that it is continued in force. 

Frederick C. Hood, President. 

Mr. Sims. Do you know what other of the Southern States would 
be in the eastern zone ? 

Mr. Dallinger. I presume that the so-called South Atlantic 
group of States would oe included. 

Mr. Sims. I suppose Virginia; North Carolina, South Carolina, 
and Florida would be in it. Do you know what their attitude is 
in regard to the matter ? 

lifr. Dallinger. I do not know their attitude. 

I have here, Mr. Chairman, a letter 1 have recently received from 
the Chamber of Commerce of the City of Portland, Me. It is as 
follows: 

Chamber of Commerce, 
Portland f Me., April 7, 19£0, 
Representative Dalunger, 

House of Representatives, Washington, D. C, 

My Dear Sir: We are much interested in the bill you have introduced to provide 
<)aylight saving in the entire eastern time zone. 

We wish to assure you that the sentiment in Portland, Me., is entirely favorable to 
the proposition. A carrful canvass of the situation shows that more than 95 per cent 
of the manufacturers and merchants are favorable to the same and a still lai^er per- 
centage of their employees are favorable. 



8 DAYLIGHT SAVING. 

If your bill could become a law, I thoroughly believe that the matter would be more 
than 99 per cent acceptable to the people, as practically the only objections that we 
received were because it was not more general in its application. 

The city council of Portland adopted the order unanimously. It has also been 
adopted unanimously by the city of Auburn in this State, and amny other towns and 
smaller cities have indicated their intention of adopting it to become effective April 
25, the same as in Portland. 

Assuring you that we are desirous of cooperating with yoiu* efforts in every way 
possible, we remain. 

Very truly, yours, 

Deforest H. Perkins, 

Executive Secretary. 

Mr. Dallinoer. Mr. Chairman, as you probably know, the State 
of Massachusetts, by an overwhelming majority of its l^slature, 
recently passed a daylight saving bill which was signed by the 
governor and is now in operation. The State of New York also has 
a daylight saving law on its statute book. In addition to that a 
great many of the cities and towns throughout the eastern part of the 
country have adopted daylight saving by local ordinances, as indi- 
cated by this letter from the Portland Chamber of Commerce. 

The Chaibman. You realize that the Legislature of New York 
wanted to repeal the law and that action was vetoed by Gov. Smith t 

Mr. Dallinger. So the law stands. 

The Chairman. The law stands, but the maiority of the legislature 
have indicated their desire to have it repealea. 

Mr. Dallinger. But I am satisfied from what I know about the 
situation there that a large majority of the people of New York are 
in favor of the continuation of daylight saving. I think you will 
find the sentiment in New York City, which contains almost half the 
population of the State, is practically unanimous in favor of it, and 
the same is true of other cities in New York State. The State of 
New York is a State of large cities. 

Mr. Sims. Was not the purpose of the repeal simply to harmonize 
the legal time in New York with the legal United States time rather 
than a desire to repeal the law ? 

Mr. Dallinger. I think that was the basis of the sentiment for 
repeal. The object of the bill which I have introduced^ is t(j make 
the standard time in New York and Massachusetts coincide with the 
legal local time. 

The sentiment of the people in the eastern zone has been pretty 
strongly shown by their own action. It was shown by the attitude 
of the Members of Congress from that section when the matter was 
before Congress, and the object of this bill is to have the railroad 
time coincide with the wishes of the people. 

I know, Mr. Chairman, that you have gone into this matter exhaust- 
ively, but there are two points which I want to emphasize. 

One is the question of recreation and health. What I mean by 
that is this: As you know the northern part of the eastern zone is a 
country of very congested population. The people live in large 
centers of population, millions of them — ^in Boston, Philadelphia, 
New York, and in other cities of smaller size. All those cities nave 
been obliged by popular sentiment, as a health measure, to provide 
breathing spaces m the form of parks and playgrounds for the people. 

Now, then, before the daylight-saving plan was inaugurated, the 
only time that the great mass of the population of the cities of the 
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East were able to iise the parks and playgrounds was on Sunday or 
on the few legal holidays during the year. Under the old time, by 
the time the laboring men and the laboring boys and girls got home 
from work and had their supper it was aunost dark, and the only 
time they were able to take advantage of these parks and recreation 
centers was on Sundays and holidays. 

Since the daylight-saving plan came into operation, and where it 
exists now as a State law or a local ordinance, the hours of labor are 
so regulated that they can get the benefit of this land which has been 
taken by eminent domain and fitted up as parks and recreation 
centers, and they can get a chance to have some sunshine and some 
fresh air every day, which is a splendid thing. 

The other point I want to emphasize is the necessity of stimu- 
lating production as a means of preventing a still further increase in 
the cost of living. The rise in the prices of the necessities of life is a 
very serious proposition. We Members of Confess may talk of 
other issues and deliver learned addresses on various subjects, but 
the one thing that the great mass of the people are thinking about is 
the rapidly increasing cost of living. There is no doubt about that. 

As a result of daylight saving a great many people have been able 
to cultivate little garden patcnes in connection with their homes, 
and we have a great many working people in the big cities of the 
East who live out in the suburbs where tney have little yards which 
are large enough, with proper time for cultivation, to supply their 
families with garden vegetables and things of that kind during the 
summer, and m many cases to furnish a supply for canning for the 
winter. It is wonderful what results some of these people get from 
their little garden patches. That is one reason why I, although I 
used to be opposed to the distribution of free seeds by the Govern- 
ment, I have hesitated to oppose the appropriation for that purpose. 
During the war and since the war I have found a great many of my 
constituents writing me that they have had splendid results from 
the gardens they have planted with the seeds which I have sent to 
them, and they are able to cultivate these gardens during the day- 
time when they have the daylight-saving law. Before that time it 
was dark before they had a chance to work on the ground. 

Mr. Sims. There is another thing, too, Mr. Dallinger, and that is 
that early morning work in the garden is interfered with by reason 
of the dew being on the plants, and if you undertake to cultivate 
them with the dew on the plants the dirt and dust settles on the leaves 
and injures them. Whereas, if they can go to work that much earlier 
in the morning and then they can cultivate their gardens in the after- 
noon or early evening, in other words, the afternoon or evening is 
the best time to cultivate vegetable gardens even if the person has 
time to do it in the morning, without daylight saving. It would be 
much better to work an hour earlier in the morning and then have 
an extra hour to cultivate the garden in the afternoon or evening 
when there is no dew on the plants and the plants would not be injured 
by cultivation. 

Mr. Dallinoer. l know> Mr. Chairman, that this committee has 
gone exhaustively into the arguments on this question pro and con. 
I simply wanted to emphasize those two things to show why the 
people of the eastern zone, or at least the people of the northern part 
of tne eastern zone, are in favor of this daylignt saving plan. 
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And right here, Mr. Chairman, I desire to make the suggestion that 
if the committee feels that ihe sentiment of the oeople south of 
Maryland, or south of Mason and Dixon's line in tne eastern zone 
are opposed to having daylight saving come back, the bill could be 
very easily amended to apply to that portion of the eastern zone 
north of Washington. 

Mr. Sims. T will say this, Mr. Dallin^er, that when the repeal bill 
was before Congress I heard of no objection to it in the Southern 
States except Florida. Florida seemed to be one of the places where 
there was a similar situation as in the eastern portion of Ohio, where 
it required a change of two hours instead of one hour in the clock, 
and they favored the repeal. But in the territory from Florida on 
to Washington I do not now recall anyone advocating the repeal. 

Mr. Dallinger. .( suppose that if we had the referendum law in 
national legislation there would not be any question in the minds 
of the members of the committee as to how the people of the eastern 
zone would vote on this question of daylight saving. 

While I can appreciate the fact that some of the members of the 
committee who come from the Middle West and the far West mi^ht 
oppose any legislation on the ground that it might bo an entering 
wedge for the restoration of daylight saving to which their consti- 
tuents are opposed, nevertheless, I think, on more mature rofloction^ 
they will sec that there is not any danger of that if the matter is 
limited to one zone. 

In other words, the purpose is this: Here was a great reform, a 
thing that meant recreation and health and air and sunshine and pro- 
duction for a populous section of the country, but a section of the 
country which is relatively small in area as compared with the rest 
of the country. I do not believe the people of the rest of the country 
are so selfish as to say that just because tney are opposed to it in their 
zones that therefore they will not let the people of the eastern zone 
have this other time, and I fail to see how it is going to interfere in 
anv way with the other zones. I can see the force of the chairman's 
objection so far as Ohio is concerned, but, as he suggests, the matter 
of the zone boundaries could easily be fixed. The zone line could be 
changed back to the western boundary of Pittsburgh by conference 
between this committee and the Interstate Commerce* Commission* 

If this committee thought well of reporting this bill favorably I 
have no question at all but that if the chairman of this committee • 
m^ed the matter before the Interstate Commerce Commission, that 
body would be willing to change the zone boundaries so as to make 
them correspond to the section of the country which wants this 
change. 

Mr. Stiness. What is the general condition in New England at the 
present time with regard to daylight saving ? In my State, most of 
the State has adopted daylight saving. Tne towns adopted it first. 
I do not know how far that has extended in New England. 

Mr. Daixinger. I have put in the record a letter from the Port- 
land (Me.) Chamber of Commerce, stating that the city of Portland, 
the city of Aubiu-n, and other cities, following the example of Port- 
land, have adopted daylight saving by local ordinance, and I under- 
stand the same is true in parts of New Hampshire. We have a day- 
light-saving law in MassacWsetts which has gone into operation, and 
I understand that in manv towns and cities in Rhode Island and 
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Connecticut it has been adopted by local ordinance. It is still a law 
in New York. The Legislature of the State of New York voted to 
repeal it by a small margin, but the governor vetoed the repeal, so it 
is still law. 

Mr. Stiness. I think in Rhode Island most of the cities and towns 
have adopted it. It passed the Rhode Island house, but failed in 
the senate. 

Mr. Dallinger. As sugj^ested by Judge Sims, I think most of the 
opposition to daylight saving at the present time in New York, and 
the thing which probably prevented the Rhode Island senate from 
adopting it, is the confusion between the daylight saving time and 
the railroad time. I have no doubt whatever that the statement 
of the Boston. Chamber of Commerce and the Portland Chamber of 
Commerce to the effect that 95 per cent of the people of the New 
England States — and I think the same is true of New York and 
Pennsylvania — ^would be in favor of this proposition, is correct, if 
you could have the daylight saving time and the railroad time coin- 
cide, which would be accompUshed by some such bill as I have 
introduced. 

Mr. Sims. There is no doubt about sentiment of that kind being in 
the District of Columbia. 

Mr. Dallinger. Yes; and I have no doubt the same thing is true 
in the city of Richmond, and other cities in the South. 

The Chairman. TTie vote in the New York assembly was 78 for 
repeal, 58 against it. In the Boston Herald of April 24, 1 notice that 
a very vigorous protest was sent to Gov. Coolidge by a Mr. Herbert 
Myrick, who was the head of the conference agamst dayUght saving, 
and in the course of Mr. Myrick's protest he states: 

The New Hampahire Public Service Commiflsion yesterday made formal protest 
to the Interstate Commerce Commission against advancing Boston & Maine Railroad 
train schedules one hour to conform to the Massachusetts daylight saving law. The 
protest states that the change will be "very injurious to New ^^unpshire and a great 
hardship to farmers in particular. ' ' The Interstate Commerce Commi«ion is asked to 
restrain tho road from putting into effect the new schedules announced for to-morrow. 

Then he goes on to say that proceedings had been taken and the 
case had been heard by Judge Frankhn T. Hammond. 

Mr. Myrick goes on to say further in closing his appeal to Gov. 
Coohdge: 

A decent regard for the convenience and welfare of the people of our neighboring 
States will be subserved. If necessary this appeal will be backed by signatures of 
1,090,000 pardons in Massachusetts and of a still greater number tmroughout New 
England. 

Do you know anything of that matter ? 

Mr. DALLfNGER. Mr. Chairman, I know that there are some people 
in New England and even in Massachusetts who are opposed to day- 
light saving, just as there are always people in every conununity who 
are opposM to anything. I think, however, that the sentiment 
against daylight saving in New England is greatly exaggerated. 

The Boston Chamber of Commerce went into tnis whole matter of 
the objection of farmers to daylight saving, and they submitted this 
question to a man who is a practical farmer, a meniber of the Farm 
Loan Board, Mr. Herbert Quick, who, I understand, originally came 
from Iowa. He is a native of Iowa, and I understand he has a farm 
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in West Virginia. Every objection which the farmers raise was met 
by Mr. Quick. 

The president of the chamber of commerce submitted these objec- 
tions oi the farmers to Mr. Quick and he answered every one of them. 
I do not know whether this pamphlet, '*The case of daylight saving," 
by Mr. Marcus M. Marks, has been presented to the committee or not. 

The Chairmax. I think it was presented at a former hearing, and 
I think part of it was printed in tne hearing. 

Mr. Dallixoer. I would like to put in the record a brief state- 
ment of Mr. Marks. 

Mr. Hamiltox. Before you proceed to that, Mr. Dallinger, can you 
recall a few of the strongest oDiections of the farmers to tlus propo- 
sition? Have you investigated the matter so as to know what the 
objections of the farmers are ? 

Mr. Dallixgeb. We have not got a very large farming class in our 
part of the country, Mr. Hamilton. But the principal objection is 
the fact that they say they can not do the work in flie morning be- 
cause of the dew. 

Mr. Hamiltox. And they can not stop on factory time ? 

Mr. Dallixgeb. They claim they have to stop early at night 
because the men they employ to work on the farms will not work after 
the regular time in vogue in the community. 

Mr. Hamiltox. But the farmer has got to go on working i 

Mr. Stixess. Did not this objection Eased on the fact that the dew 
was on the ground so early in the morning come not so much from 
New England as from the farmers of the West i 

Mr. Dallixgeb. Certainly. Most of our farming, Mr. Hamilton, 
is market gardening —intensive farming — ^whereas, the farming in 
your part oi the country and farther west is extensive farming; that is, 
farming large acreages of wheat and corn, and your wheat is harvested 
largely by machinery. I suppose very likely the question of the dew 
may be an important item in that case, but it is not true with market 

gardening, i ou can do work in the morning in market gardens, 
ecause a great deal of the intensive work done on that kind of farms 
is weeding, and that can be done in the early morning as well as any 
other time. 

Mr. Sims. My district is almost altogether agricultural, or at least 
the greatest portion of it is agricultural, and I never received a single 
protest against the daylight-saving law or a single word from my ms- 
trict in favor of its repeal. But the farming there is nearly all done 
by the owners of the farms themselves. As I recall the previous 
hearings, the greatest objection was from the West, where there are 
large wheat-growing interests, and the objection was that they have 
to hire a great deal of labor and can not get into the harvest field 
early in the morning because of the dew, and when 6 o'clock in the 
afternoon comes, the hired men want to quit, and therefore it really 
shortens the harvest day, although that condition was only during 
the harvesting period. 

The Chaibmax. The greatest objection came from the dairy 
interests. 

Mr. Sims. I am speaking of the agricultural interests. Dairymen 
opposed it because of having to get up so early in the morning while 
it was dark. But that was largely from your State, 1 believe! 



BAYLIGHT SAVING. 13 

The Chairman. That was from all dairy interests. 

Mr. Sims. But dairying is not so general as farming. 

Mr. Hamilton. It is pretty general. 

Mr. Dallinger. I would like to read this one statement from this 
pamphlet on the Case of Daylight Saving. Mr. Willard A. Munson 
was the man who represented the farmers oef ore the Boston Chamber 
of Commerce. This was one of his objections: 

The I068 to the fanner will be large if he has to operate his day labor on a daylight- 
saving schedule. His busy time of the year is in the months affected and his loss will 
occur in not being able to put men to work while dew is on the crops. Aside from its 
being very disagreeable to work in wet foliage, it is distinctly harmful 

Mr. Quick's reply to that was: 

I know of no crops the marketing of which would be interfered with by the dew 
which would be caused to be on tneir foliage by the daylight-saving law. Where 
crops are gathered early in the morning for delivery at once, the dew will be on them 
unaer any time system on dewy mornings. Farm hands do object to working in 
crops covered with dew — but I know of no farm where the hands are sent to the fields 
any earlier under the daylight-saving law than before it was enacted. The sun 
rises and sets at the old time. 

The Chairman. Gen. Stiness made some reference to Rhode Island. 
I notice in this Boston paper a dispatch dated Providence, April 23, 
which says: 

The general apsembly adjourned to-night imtil next Tuesday without acting upon 
the proposed State dayught-saving law. In the meantime 12 of the 39 cities andf towns 
will go on the new time next Sunday, having adopted local ordinances. 

Did the legislature pass the law ? 

Mr. Stiness. No. It passed the house, and .they waited in the 
senate until 4 o'clock in the morning, but the senate committee would 
not report the bill out. 

Mr. Dallinger. Mr. Carver is here, representing Mr. Marks, and 
he desires to submit this statement for Mr. Marks: 

The National Daylight Saving Asrociation wishes to go on record before your com-, 
xnittee as being in favor of the adoption of daylight saving throughout the entire eastern 
time zone, either for the period designated in the Ackerinan-Edge bill or forjthe shorter 
length of time, as indicated in the measure introduced by Mr. Dallinger. 

The National Daylight Saving Association believes it is not necessarv to burden your 
committee with a bnef on the benefit of davlight saving as it applies to -the great 
majority of the people in the territory affected by these bills. Yoiu* committee knows 
that the eastern time zone's population is more than half of the total population of the 
United StAtes. 

A vast majoritv of the citizens are industrial workers who are heartily in &vor of the 
extra hour of light. Referendums taken in States throughout New England, in New 
Jersey, and Pennsvlvania, show a ratio of 10 to 1 in favor of dajrli^ht saving. 

The National Daylight Saving Association feel that in limiting the extra hour of 
daylight to the eastern time zone, most of the objections to the measure are remedied. 
As a great majority of the people in the District are in favor of daylight sa\'ing we feel 
that we should be favored by naving one of the two bills reported out for consideration 
on the floor. 

I do not think I have anything further to add, Mr. Chairman. 

The Chairman. I had sent word to Members who introduced biUa 
on this subject — ^Mr. Ackerman, Mr. Darrow, and Mr. O'Connor. Mr. 
Ackerman is engaged at a meeting of the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs this morning and will not be able to be here. 

Mr. Dallinger. Of course, you imderstand that if I had had time 
I could have had this room mled with representatives from all the 
chambers of commerce of the large cities of the East. 



14 DAYLIGHT SAVING. 

The Chairman. I have some statements which I have receiredi 
and I will put those in the record. 
(The matter referred to is as follows:) 

STATEHEISTT SUBMITTED BT HOIT. EBISTEST £. ACKEBMAIT, 
A BEPBESEISTTATIVE IV COJSTOBESS FROM THE STATE OF 
ISTEW JERSEY. 

Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of the committee, the vote to repeal 
the national daylight saving law clearly showed that the bulk of^the 
opposition to it came from the Mississippi Valley and was based on 
the objections of the farmers, but the value of farm products in 1919, 
when aaylight saving prevailed, was almost 300 per cent over the last 
census of 1912, or $24,000,000,000. These objections, their merits or 
demerits, are known to you and so need no discussion. 

You are also no doubt quite as familiar with the dissatisfaction felt 
in the Eastern States over the action of Congress in withdrawing the 
measure and the efforts of States and lesser Government subdivisions 
to circumvent this action by the enactment of State laws and the 
adoption of local and municipal ordinances. As a result we now 
have in the great metropolitan sections an observance of the new 
time schedule. All business is reflated accordinjs^ly. The courts 
operate under it. Local train service has been adjusted to get the 
workers to their places of labor and take them home an hour earlier 
than the time we observe here, in Washington. 

The fact that we are not operating under the new time is one of the 
reasons for the introduction of my bill to have the plan adopted in the 
eastern time zone. There are other places which also failed to take 
anv action to keep pace with their neighbors. This has caused con* 
siderable confusion among people when away from home. Anv of 

Jrou who have recently been to New York, Philadelphia, or any of the 
arger places in the East must have experienced similar feelings. It 
U just as bad when people from there come here. To some it is 
little short of bewildering or worse to have the two different times. 

It was my idea that tne larger territory the plan would effect the 
better it would be. As nearly all of the Representatives and Senators 
with constituencies in the eastern zone voted first against the repealer 
and second to sustain the President's veto, I drew my bill accordingly. 
I am convinced all of them properlv represented the wishes of their 
people. My bill also diflers somewnat irom the original measure as 
to trie length of time it is in eflect. The original measure provided 
for seven months. Mine cuts this period to live months. 

There is no question in your mincls, I believe, as to the way this bill 
is viewed in the industrial centers, just as you have no doubt as to 
the objections to it in the a^icultural sections./ In my State there 
are quite extensive farming interests. The fact that all of the cities 
are now observing daylight saving necessarily forces the farmers to 
do likewise in order to market their products — so in that way they 
are no better off than under the original measure. The same is true 
of other States. In this connection I can frankly say I have heard 
very little objection. The situation seems to have been allowed to 
work itself out. In other words, all activities have adapted them- 
selves to the change. This was accomplished with no perceptible jar, 
delay, or dislocation of business. 



DAYIilGHT SAYIKG. 



15 



As an indication of the sentiment for daylight saving in Elizabeth, 
N. J., I submit the following poll taken by the chamber of commerce. 
It will be noticed that more than 12,000 ballots were cast and that 
81 per cent of them favored daylight saving. 



MaiiufiKturiiig_plants: 

N.J. Dry Dock Co 

Diehl Manuliacturiiig Co 

American Gas FunmoeCo 

American Swiss File & Tool Co 

Bethlehem Ship-Building Corporation 

Braunsdorf-Mueller Co 

Campbell Art Co 

Standard Oil Co 

Smith-Lewis Foundry 

U. S. T^eatherCo 

A. 6c F. Brown Co 

American BCarine Equipment Co 

Elizabethport Transfer Co 

Barret Co.... 

Jankins Rubber Co 

Central R. R. of New Jersey 

Singer Manufieu!turing Co 

Total 

Stores: 

Wodworth's 

Goerke-Klrch Co 

McManus Bros 

Smith-Uammer ! 

L. F. Uershdf Bro « 

F.T. Woodhun 

SchweddE Bro 

A. C. Stein 

M. Levy A Sons 

Total 

Office buildings: 

Schwed Building. 

Woolworth Building 

Hersh Building 

Kean Building 

Isham Building 

Fletcher BuUdhig 

Total 

Schools: 

EUzaheth Commorclal College- 
Day school 

Ni^t school 

Drake Business ColU^e— 

Day school 

Night school 

Total 

Newspapers: 

ElizaDeth Daily Journal 

ElUabeth Evening Times 

Total , 

Commuters, Pennsylvania Station, 1 day only 

Advertisements in newspapers , 

Grand total 



In favor. 



136 

2i8 
74 
50 
1,119 
79 
42 
1,632 
34 
54 

111 
57 
44 
89 

103 

27 

5,288 



9,187 



57 
146 
30 
12 
34 
13 
8 
11 
58 



Against. 



52 

14 

16 

12 

136 

11 

17 

653 

70 

3 

15 

1 

6 

8 

4 



1,299 



2,312 



8 
3 



1 
1 



360 
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30 
14 
80 
31 
22 
22 



149 



70 
53 

42 

50 



215 



47 
17 



8 
2 



4 
1 
2 



12 



2 
2 

« 

7 



16 



19 



64 



10 



158 
26 



12 
5 



10,168 



2.392 



The following figures have been worked out with great care and, I 
believe, are also worthy of yoiu* consideration, as they show in table 
form the actual daylignt saved to each of the 43,323,000 persons in 
the first zone: 

1 hour i)er day for each person. 
26 working days. 
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26 workiiig hours saved each month per person. 

5 months. 

5X26=130 working hours saved to each person. 

43,323,000 persons X 130 hours = 5,631,990,000 hours saved in first eone. 

5,631,990,000 hours = 703,998,750 working da>'B of eight hours. 

703,998,750 days = 1,928,763-}- years of 8 hour-days saved in five months. 

I sincerely trust it will be possible for vou to favorably report out 
at an early date either my bill or a similar measure to afford these 
people this much desired and beneficial legislation. 

STATEHEISTT SUBMITTED BT EOIST. QEOEQE P. DAEEOW, A 
EEPEESEISTTATIVE IV COISTQEESS FEOH THE STATE OF 
PElSriSrSTIVANIA. 

Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of the committee, conservation of 
national resources and national health, a storing up of its energies on 
one hand and a developing of moral and physical health on the other 
hand, invariably operates to the advantage of a nation. Daylight 
saving, originally instituted as a war measure, has demonstrated 
beyond a doubt the great benefit to workers eveiywhere from the 
extra hour of daylight. By affording them an opportunity for rest, 
recreation or study in the daylight hours their mental and physical 
well-being is enhanced, making them more fit for their labors and 
more efficient; and productivity, the great factor in the economic 
life of a countrv, is thereby increased. 

In the city of Philadelphia, which I have the honor in part to repre- 
sent, there is universal sentiment in behalf of the extra hour of day- 
light. Our city council by resolution has petitioned Congress to 
adopt daylight saving legislation. The chamber of commerce and 
other organizations have taken similar action. In fact I have 
received hundreds of appeals from individuals and organizations in 
behalf of the passage of my bill, H. R. 11122, or another similar to it. 

Mr. Chairman, my bill, H. R. 11122, which was introduced on De- 
cember 12, 1919, provides for daylight saving over a period of five 
months (from the last Sunday in April to the last Sunday in Septem- 
ber) instead of the seven months' period (from the last Sunaay in 
March to the last Sunday in October), as provided in the law wnich 
Congress repealed. It was my hope tnat the suggested five months' 
period might be agreed upon as a compromise between the proponents 
of daylight saving and the opponents of the old law. I wish to urge 
your committee to give this feature earnest and serious consideration^ 

Physicians in general are also in favor of daylight saving. The 
American Medici Association by resolution characterizes daylight 
saving and the added hour of sunlirfit as the * 'poor man's violet ray." 
The National Association Against Tuberculosis has gone on record to 
the effect that the repeal of the Federal law was the most stunning 
blow the fight on the white plague had ever received. 

Daylight saving reduces accidents. Physicians, hospitals, acci- 
dent insurance companies, and industries employing hundreds of 
thousands of men and women attest this assertion. At the same 
time it increases efficiency in industry, for it relieves eyestrain due 
to artificial light and aids in the general health of the worker, in the 
store, shop, factory, or office. Eyestrain is reduced to a minimum 
as the extra hour of daylight makes possible a full working day for 
most industries without artificial light. 
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In 1918 there were 43,000 fewer industrial accidents in Pennsylvania 
than in the pileceding year, a substantial portion of this decrease being 
attributed to daylight saving. 

Daylight saving nas promoted home gardens. In 1918 home ear- 
dens throughout the country raised more than $500,000,000 worth of 
produce solely through their cultivation in the extra hour of light. 

Daylight saving has also resulted in fuel saving, one hour of arti- 
ficial light being eliminated daily. 

Mr. Chairman, I do not believe it is necessary to advance further 
arguments in favor of daylight-saving legislation. Your committee 
lias on various occasions heard the testimonv of many individuals 
and representatives of a number of organizations, so I feel you are 
entirely familiar with the general sentiment which exists in favor of 
a daylight-saving law. I nope this subject may have your earnest 
consideration at this time, and that the committee may agree to sub- 
mit a favorable report on one of the bills which it is now considering. 

STATEMENT SUBMITTED BT EON. DAVID J. O'CONNELL, A 
BEPEESENTATIVE IN CONOBESS FBOM TEE STATE OF 
NEW TOBK. 

Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of the committee, in order to reflect 
the practically unanimous consent of the section of the great city of 
New York which I have the honor to represent in the House of 
Representatives, viz, a part of the Borough of Brooklyn as well as 
a densely populated part of the Borough of Queens, I am appearing 
before your honorable body in the cause of daylight saving. I am 
already on record in this Congress in advocacy of this boon to the 
people of the crowded sections, by remarks which stated as fully as 
my very Umited powers would permit. True, the plan of saving day- 
light was an experiment during the war, yet it added tremendously 
to the resources of the Nation, some statisticians estimating the 
garden productions at hundreds of milUons of dollars. During the 
war when the people of the United States were beseached on every 
hand to husband their resources, to buy bonds, to buy war-savings 
stamps, to subscribe to all the war-time auxilUaries, we especially im- 
pressed the idea of back-yard garden vegetable cultivation. 

We dwelt with great emphasis upon the fact that this plan if fol- 
lowed out generally would not alone reduce the drain upon the food- 
stuffs that were needed by our own soldiers and those of our alUes, 
but would also reduce the expenses to the people of the Nation, thus 
reducing the high cost of living which was mounting on all the neces- 
saries of life by leaps and bounds. The press of the coimtry gave 
large publicity to these features that would help '*win the war,'' and 
to my mind the general acceptance and cooperation of the public was 
a great instrumentality in hurrying the great conflict to a successful 
conclusion. It is a recognized fact that this great saving was not 
entirely confined to the rural communities. On the contrary the 
greater part will be found upon investigation to have resulted from 
the energy, the patriotism, and the thrift of congested sections, such 
as those m the district from which I come. Time and again in countr 
less instances. 

182793—20 2 
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I have had personal evidence of the value of tne back-yard vege- 
table garden in own neighborhood, that in which I live. ^JJ'ow, what 
made this possible? How were our men in factory, shop, and office 
during the long hours of the day to find the time in which to render 
so great a service to their country and themselves? How was it 
possible with a one-hour ride by train or trolley, sometimes more 
than that, from their place of emplo^^ment to the home to show a 
result so great in the aggregate as to reach the amount to which I 
have referred? The answer is very simple, geatlomca of the com- 
mittee. It was that one extra hour of daylight which our Govern- 
ment very wisely allowed during the stress of war. War teaches 
many things, as we have learned at great cost, and one of its lessons 
has been the value of daylight saving. It has been an inestimable 
boon to the people of the great cities, so much so that, despite tlie toil 
and fatigue of the day's work, the head of the family was enabled to 
reach home an hour earlier, have his dinner, rest for a short time 
with his family, and then spend the remainder of the day before 
dark in the garden fostering and working the prospect with a hope 
of a generous harvest withm the limit of his small acreage. All of 
these reasons I have so inadequately tried to present to you, Mr. 
Chairman and gentlemen, have unpressed me on this proposition, and 
I hope will influence you in your efforts to reach a conclusion that 
will benefit the greatest number of the citizenship of our comitry. 

(Thereupon the committee adjourned.) 
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